United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/522,786 


02/06/2006 


Wolfgang Dannhaucr 


BURC3005/FJD 


1832 



23364 7590 02/06/2007 

BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 
625 SLATERS LANE 
FOURTH FLOOR 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



EXAMINER 



JENKINS, JERMAINE L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2855 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 02/06/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/522,786 


Applicant(s) 
DANNHAUER ET AL 


ExaminGr 
Jermaine Jenkins 


Art Unit 
2855 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 8-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim($) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 8-11 Is/are rejected. 

7) K1 Claim(s) 12-14 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 8 is objected to because of the following infomialitles: The phrase "by 
design" can cause a 112 2"*^ indefiniteness issue. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Critten 
etal (4,173.149). 

In regards to claim 8, Critten et a! teaches the pressure difference sensor having 
a first half-chamber (i.e. cavity) defining a first volume; a first separating membrane (3) 
for sealing the first half-chamber, and having a first membrane stiffness; a second half- 
chamber defining a second volume; a second separating membrane (5) for sealing the 
second-half chamber (i.e. cavity), and having a second membrane stiffness (Column 4, 
lines 3-16 & Column 5, line 67 - Column 6, line 12); and a measuring membrane which 
separates the first half-chamber is separated from the second half-chamber wherein: 
the first-half chamber is filled with a transfer liquid (i.e. oil) having a first coefficient of 
thermal expansion, and the second half-chamber is filled with a second transfer liquid 
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having a second coefficient of tliermal expansion (Column 15, lines 6-18); a first product 
of the first membrane stiffness, the first volume and the first coefficient of thennal 
expansion is essentially equal to a second product of the second membrane stiffness, 
the second volume and the second coefficient of thennal expansion; and at least one 
factor of the first product deviates, by design, from the corresponding factor of the 
second product (Column 4, lines 3-16). 

With respect to claims 9-1 1 , Critten et al teaches wherein the first membrane 
stiffness deviates from the second membrane stiffness and wherein the first volume 
deviates from the second volume (Column 4, lines 26-46). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 12-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomn including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 4,612,812 (Broden) - Stress Reducing Stop for Unstretched 
Pressure Sensing Diaphragm 

U.S. Patent 4,086,81 5 (Asano et al) - Device for Use in Sensing 
Pressures 
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U.S. Patent 5,804,735 (Biskup) - Differential Pressure Transducer Unit 



with an Overload Protection 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jermaine Jenkins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2179. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-530pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be reached on 571-272-2180. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Jermaine Jenkins _ /. , 
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